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Kabuk

isim: Bir seyin Ustiinu kaplayan ve onu dis etkilere karsi koruyan, kendiliginden
olusmus sertce bolim.

Toprak rengi olur kabuklar. Yani canlilara yasama ortami sunan yiizeyin
renginde. Yer ile kavrulmus kahvenin tonlari arasindaki bir renkte.

Sert olur kabuklar. Kalin olur. Hareketsiz olur. Hi¢c kimildamazlar. Sabit ve
korumacidirlar. Belki bu ylzden, kendi kabuguna cekilen kendisini bir siire
glivende hisseder. Kabugun icinde mahremiyet alanini yaratir. ‘Kendine

ait bir oda’ olusturur. Kisisel esyalarini bavulundan cikartir. ‘Oteki cins'in
hakimiyetinde ve 6tekinin tehdidi karsisinda kalmayacagi bir mekan yaratir.
Kapisini disariya kilitler. Sonunda tedirgin olmadan uykuya dalabilecegi bir
alana ve bir ana sahip olur.

Fakat anlarin tekrari olmaz. Er ya da gec o kabuk catlar. Ya disaridan bir
saldiriya maruz kalinir, ya da bilincli veya bilincsiz olarak iceriden gelen bir
hareketle, kisi kendi kabugunu kirar.

Sonra olacak olanlar, cografyaya baglidir. Ciinkd, bu topraklarin yazarinin'
soyledigi gibi,

Cografya, insanligin toprak lzerindeki alin yazisidir.

! Karin Karakasli



M

Miistahdem

isim: Odacl.

Odalarin yalnizca uyumak ve dinlenmek icin olmasina, soyle rahatca bir ayak
uzatma mekani olarak kabul edilmesine siddetle karsi citkmis birileri yillar yillar
énce. “Hayir efendim, ne miinasebet, boyle tembellik kabul edilemez” demis ve
odayi, serbest meslek erbaplarina cati olan bir kurum haline getirmis.

Odalar kurumlasmis ve biiyiik sehrin dort bir yanina dagilmis: istanbul
Yorgancilar Odasi, istanbul Dis Protez Teknisyenleri Ve Sanatkarlar Odast,
istanbul Muhallebiciler Ve Sutcller Esnaf Ve Sanatkarlar Odasi, istanbul
Barosu, istanbul Soférler Esnaf Odasi, istanbul Otelciler Esnaf Odasi... Odas,
Odasi, Odasi...

Bu odalara birer merkez gerekmis. Her merkezin tepesine bir baskan konmus,
baskanin altina bir genel sekreter oturtulmus. Onlarin altina da tyeler yigilmis.
Bazi odalara bir odaci alinmis. Sonra baslamis genel kurullar, suralar; kararlar,
imzalar-...

imzalar tekrar tekrar, benzer kagitlara atildikca biraz estetigi bozulmus ve
cokca 0zglnliglnu kaybetmis. Sanki bir mihre, bir cesit iniformaya dontsmis.
Halbuki, serbest bir yazar olarak calisan sair?, bu konuda daha 6nce bir uyarida
bulunmus:

insana siirini ve biricikligini saglayan pek az seyden biridir

el yazisi

el yazisi, parmak izi, sesi ve gézdeki iris tabakasi

taklit edilemeyen, baskasina veremedigimiz seyler,

insan ancak bunlarla kendisi olur...

2 Murathan Mungan

0
Otel

isim: Yolcu ve turistlere geceleme imkani saglamak, bunun yaninda yemek,
eglence vb. hizmetleri sunmak amaciyla kurulmus isletme.

Kim kalir otellerde? Miisteri mi, konuk mu?, Seyyah mi? Evsiz mi?, is insani
mi, emekli mi? Otelin niteligine ve konumuna gore elbet degisir cogunlugu
olusturanlarin sifati. Fakat aslinda hepsi, her otelde rastlantisal sekilde bir
araya gelirler. Ve su fani diinyada, bir siireligine bir cesit komsuluk iliskisi
kurarlar.

Birbirlerine caya gittikleri veya girilti nedeniyle birbirlerinden sikayetci olup
yetkili makamlara basvurduklari pek sik goriilmez. Zira bir 6rnek giyinen otel
calisanlari, tam da bu sebeple oradadirlar. Hazirdirlar. Onlar, sinifsal imtiyazin
karsilarindakine sagladigi olanaklar nedeniyle cayi odaya, kollarindan sarkan
bembeyaz bir orti esliginde, tepsi tizerinde servis ederler. Sonra yok olur
giderler, goriinmezler. Giriltiden rahatsiz olanlardan gelen sikayet karsisinda
ise, yeniden belirirler. Bu durumda, once 6zir diler ve hemen ardindan
mahcup bir 6zenle oda degisikligi islemini gerceklestirirler. Bazen bunun
karsiliginda bahsis alirlar ve ellerine veya ceplerine tutusturulan meblag icin
karsilarindakine “efendim” seklinde hitap ederek tesekkirlerini sunarlar. Ve
anahtari az once teslim edilmis olan yeni odadan cikarken, kapiyi arkalarindan
kapatirlar.

Kapilar kapanir.
Kapanir kapl.

Fakat o kapinin kolu lizerinde asili olan ve koridorun riizgari ile saga sola
salinan kagit parcasi kimseyi hiizlinlendirmez:

“Liitfen rahatsiz etmeyin.”



U

Uyurgezer

sifat: Uykusu sirasinda konusan, yiriyen kimse.

Uyku sirasinda herkes gezer gezmesine ama sadece bazi gezginler “uyurgezer”

olabilir. Clinki oyle kolay degildir riilya alemine daldiktan sonra basini yastiktan
kaldirmak, ciplak ayagini soguk bir tasa basmak ve belirsizligin icine dogru
ilerlemek.

Adim adim.

Her adimda kimi tanidiklara rastlar insan. Bazi dlilerle karsilasir, nadiren daha
dogmamislari gorir. Genelde, uyurken miisamaha gosterdigi fakat uyaninca
garipseyecegi kisi ile yani bizzat kendisiyle cebellesir. Bilincaltinin tomar tomar
biriktirdikleri, dalga dalga yaydiklari, kare kare sabitledikleri nedeniyle. Ve
cogunlukla, kendisini bir yol ayriminda bulur: Gin yiziyle sdylenemeyecek
sozler, uyanikken asla yapilmayacak olanlar ile her zaman yapilmak istenenler,
soylenmeyi dislenenler arasindaki ayrimda. Kirik cam gibi keskin olan o yol
ayriminda.

Yol secilir. Yirimeye devam edilir. Adim adim.
Zaten Gece'nin yazarinin® bir zamanlar sdyledigi (izere aslinda; siirekli bir

yuruydus icinde gibiyiz, bir lunaparkin ecis blicls goriinti veren aynalari
arasinda.

3 Bilge Karasu
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Vardiya

isim: 1) Posta.
2] Denizcilik: Gemilerde beklenen nébet.

3] Denizcilik: Gemide nébet yeri.

Denizler icin nobet tutmak hayatidir clinki met cezirler, denizlerin seviyesini
degistirir. Sular kah yukselir, kah alcalir. Bir gelir bir gider ama hic yok olmaz.
Fakat baskalasir ve baskalastirir sular, denizler, okyanuslar.

Eskisi gibi birakmaz hicbir seyi. Yizeyleri degistirir. Oyuklar acar. Midyeleri
taslarin icine koyar, taslari kayalarin Ustiine yapistirir. Kiyi cizgisini yeniden
olusturur. Onceki cizgiyi tamamen silerek.

Bir dnceki glini de siler ve slireyi yeniden baslatir. Sonra da, zamani
katmanlara ayirir. Bugiine kadar getirir.

Bugtinden sonrasini ciplak gozle goremez insan. Belki de deniz fenerleri bunun
icin yapilmistir, tam da boyle zamanlar ugruna vardir.

Ciinkii adalarin sairinin® syledigi gibi,

Boyle zamanlarda suyun yogun aydinligi kirilir

klcuk baliklarin binlerce agziyla. Kimse dayanmaz

hic ara vermeksizin o sinirsiz tekinsiz manzaraya bakmaya
bunca suyun agirligr altinda,

bu masalsi denizin ormanlarinda, bu soluk kesici saydamlikta.

4 Yannis Ritsos
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Shell
\''shel \

noun: The hard, self-induced external covering something which it protects
from external effects.

Shells are the color of soil. That is, they are the color of the surface of the earth
which offers a habitat to living beings. A color between the tones of the earth
and those of roasted coffee.

Shells are tough. They are thick and motionless. They never move. They are
stable and protective. Perhaps that’s why one who withdraws into her shell feels
secure for a while. She creates her own private space inside. She builds “a room
of one’s own.” She unpacks her possessions. She constructs a space where she
won't face the hegemony of the “other sex” and the other’s threat. She locks
her door. And lastly, she owns a space and a moment that let her fall asleep in
comfort.

Yet, the moments don’t repeat themselves. That shell cracks sooner or
later. Either it comes under external attack or someone, consciously or
unconsciously, hatches out of the shell.

What happens next depends on the geography. Because, as a local author’ says,

Geography is the humanity’s destiny written with land.

! Karin Karakasli



C

Concierge
\ ko"-'syerzh \

noun: Doorman.

Many years ago, someone fiercely objected to the idea that rooms were only
places to sleep and rest, that they were just places in which one could cozily
extend his legs. “No sir, of course not, such idleness is intolerable,” he said,
and he transformed the chamber into an institution for the self-employed.

The chambers were gradually institutionalized and spread all over the city:
Istanbul Chamber of Quilt Makers, Istanbul Chamber of Dental Prosthesis
Technicians and Craftsmen, Istanbul Chamber of Merchant Pudding Makers
and Milkmen, Istanbul Bar Association, Istanbul Chamber of Teamsters and
Drivers, Istanbul Chamber of Hospitality Workers ... the Chamber of, the
Chamber of, the Chamber of...

Then centers were required for each of these chambers. Presidents were
assigned to each center, and general secretaries to subordinate positions.
Under them gathered the members. Doormen were recruited into some
chambers. Thereafter started the general assemblies, council meetings,
decisions, signatures...

Having been put repetitively into similar papers, the signatures’ aesthetic
quality somewhat distorted with time and they lost much of their originality.
The signature was almost transformed into a seal or, say, kind of a uniform.

The poet? working as a self-employed writer gave a fair warning beforehand:

one of the rare things that gives every person her poem and uniqueness
is handwriting

handwriting, fingerprint, voice and the iris in the eye

things that can’t be imitated, that we can’t give to anyone else

people can only be themself with these things...

2 Murathan Mungan

H

Hotel
\ ho-'tel \

noun: An enterprise which provides accommodation as well as services like
meals and entertainment for travelers and tourists.

Who stays at the hotels? The customer or the guest? The traveler? Or the
homeless? The businessman or the pensioner? No doubt the attributes of most
change according to the hotel's quality and location. However, in fact, they all
come together in the hotel in some random fashion. And in this ephemeral
world, they build a neighborhood relationship that last for some period of time.

Not quite often it happens that they visit each other to have a cup of tea together
or appeal to the authorities to complain about someone else’s noise. The hotel
staff in identical clothes is there for exactly this reason. They stand ready. Due
to opportunities class privilege provides to others, they serve tea to rooms on
the trays with lily-white drapery dangling from their arms. Then they disappear,
vanish off. Once there is a complaint about the noise, they show up again. They
apologize first, and immediately carry out the room change with a shamefaced
carefulness. Sometimes they get tip in exchange and express their gratitude
for the amount slipped into their hands or pockets by addressing the other as
‘sir.” When stepping out of the new room whose key of they handed over only a
moment before, they close the door.

The doors get closed.
So the door is closed.

Yet, the piece of paper on that door, which sways back and forth in the wind of
the hallway, brings grief to no one:

“Please do not disturb.”



S

Sleepwalker
\'slep- wo-kar \

noun: One who speaks or walks while sleeping.

Everyone wanders while sleeping, whereas only some wanderers can be
“sleepwalkers,” because it's not that easy to raise one’s head from the pillow
after having sunk into the world of dreams, to step with a naked foot on the cold
floor and to move towards the depths of uncertainty. Step by step...

With each step, one encounters someone familiar. She comes upon some dead
ones and occasionally sees the ones yet to be born. For the most part, she
struggles with the person she tolerates while sleeping but finds strange when
awake - herself - because of what the subconscious collects in droves, spreads
in waves, and fixes in frames. Usually, she finds herself at a crossroads: the
words that can never be uttered in daytime and the deeds that can never be
done while awake, on the one hand, and those that she has always desired to
tell and realize, on the other. At that fork in the road that pierces like broken
glass.

A path gets chosen. Walking resumes. Step by step...

As the author 3 of Night once said, it's as if we were taking a continuous walk

among the mirrors of an amusement park, the kind that reflect crooked images.

3 Bilge Karasu

W

Watch

\ 'wach, ‘woch \

noun: 1) Post.
2) Maritime: A sailor’s assigned duty period.
3) Maritime: Part of the ship where the watchman is on duty.

Keeping watch is vital at sea as tidal flows change the sea level. Waters ebb
and flow. They rise and fall, but never fade away. They change and are changed:
waters, seas, oceans...

They leave nothing the same as before. They alter the surface, open channels,
put mussels inside the stones and fix pebbles onto the rocks. They reshape the
shoreline. And they do so by erasing the old line entirety.

They erase the previous day as well and then set time in motion again. They
split time into layers and bring it up to the present.

One can’t see with bare eyes what comes next. Perhaps the lighthouses are
made for this; they exist for times like these.

Because, as the poet4 of the islands tell,

At such times, the intense radiance of the water refracts
through the thousands of mouths of little fishes. No one endures
looking continuously at that limitless uncanny view

under the weight of so much water,

in the forests of this fabulous sea, in this breathtaking transparency.

4 Yannis Ritsos
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